
 

Pre-AP English II 
Summer Assignment 2019 

 

Overview 

1. Read the book Elements of Style and complete Task #1. 

2. Read the book The Scarlet Letter and complete Task #2. 

TASKS 

Task #1: ELEMENTS OF STYLE 

STEP ONE: Read The Elements of Style (4th edition) by William Strunk and E.B. White--the entire 
thing, cover to cover, including the forward and introduction. An online copy is available here: 
http://www.jlakes.org/ch/web/The-elements-of-style.pdf 

As you read, take extensive notes on the authors’ various rules and advice for writing. Using 
DocHub, annotate the text as you read--marking important pages, asking questions where you 
find confusion, and highlighting key passages. 
 
STEP TWO: In a GoogleDocs file titled “TASK 1: ELEMENTS OF STYLE”, answer the following 
questions and/or respond to the following prompts: 

1. After reading Section I, identify three rules of usage which have plagued your own writing 
or speaking. Quote the rule from Elements in your discussion. If you have overcome the 
tendency to make the mistakes you’re discussing, explain how you mastered those rules. 

2. After reading Section II, identify three points E. B. White makes about writing that you find 
intriguing and explain your thoughts in three separate paragraphs. Quote White directly 
and explain fully. 

3. After reading Sections III and IV on forms and misuses, identify ten elements of the 
language which you have not mastered or were not aware of. Explain, in your own words, 
the correct use of each element in a separate paragraph. The length of these paragraphs 
will vary, of course, depending on the element and your individual explanation. 

4. After reading Section V in which White makes 21 points about style, choose three of these 
points and apply each to your own writing. In three separate, brief paragraphs, explain 
how each point has been a weakness or strength in your writing abilities. 

Note: The plagiarizing of material for summer reading will result in an automatic ZERO! 
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Task #2: THE SCARLET LETTER 

STEP ONE: Read The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (available online here: 
http://www.planetpublish.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/The_Scarlet_Letter_T.pdf) 

Download as a DocHub and annotate as you read--marking important pages, asking questions 
where you find confusion, and highlighting key passages. Refer to the following three categories 
that are pertinent in understanding and analyzing Hawthorne’s choices and use of rhetoric. 
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STEP TWO: In a GoogleDocs file titled “TASK 2: THE SCARLET LETTER”, please complete the 
following journal entries. Each should take up its own page. (Use “Insert-->Break-->Page Break” 
as needed.) 

You will have 10 journal entries to complete. See the following page for the list of entries that 
correspond to chapters. Please properly label each entry and respond to each using 
commentary, analysis, insight, interpretation, etc.  

Each entry should be at least 200 words in length and should address all of the components of 
the questions addressed. Refer to the above notes as much as needed to help you respond to 
each entry. 

 

 

 

 

DUE DATE: Second day of school (Thursday, August 15, 2019) 
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